ORDINANCE NO. 2008- 101

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES,
FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 54 OF THE TOWN
CODE “STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC
PLACES” BY CREATING ARTICLE V “DANGEROUS
INTERSECTION SAFETY”, PROVIDING AUTHORITY;
PROVIDING PURPOSE; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS;
PROVIDING FOR RECORDED IMAGE MONITORING
AND ENFORCEMENT OF RED LIGHT INFRACTIONS,
AND FOR RELATED PROCEDURES AND PROVISIONS;
AMENDING CHAPTER 8CC-10 CODE COMPLIANCE
“SCHEDULE OF CIVIL PENALTIES” TO PROVIDE CIVIL
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR
INCLUSION IN THE CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Town of Miami Lakes (the “Town”) is located in a high density traffic
area and regularly experiences traffic incidents related to the failure of motorists to obey duly
erected traffic control devices, which exposes its citizens to the dangers of personal injury and
property damage; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council is concerned with the inability to sufficiently enforce the
existing state statutes prohibiting running of red lights, due mainly to the requirement that
enforcement requires the personal observation of police officers, affecting the ability to effectively
reduce the significant dangers presented to motorists and pedestrians by the failure to stop for a red
light; and

WHEREAS, the use of unmanned cameras to enforce toll violations on the state’s toll roads
has been determined to be fair, reasonable and sufficient by the State of Florida in order to
effectively enforce laws regulating the payment of tolls without the need to commit the extreme

amount of personnel that would be necessary without the use of unmanned cameras; and



WHEREAS, similarly, the use of unmanned cameras will be effective in enforcing laws
requiring vehicles to stop for red lights; therefore freeing Town police personnel to respond to other,
and sometimes more, significant incidents as well as serious crime; and

WHEREAS, local governments in different parts of the state and country have
demonstrated the enhancement of vehicular and pedestrian traffic safety attributable to the
integration of unmanned cameras with traditional traffic law enforcement methodology; and

WHEREAS, the Town is authorized under its home rule powers pursuant to Article VIII,
Section 2(b) of the Florida Constitution and Chapter 166, Florida Statutes to enact municipal
regulations through Chapter 316, Florida Statutes, to monitor traffic and through Chapter 8CC of
the Town Code and Chapter 162, Florida Statutes to provide for enforcement of the Town Code
through a civil infraction process with the use of a hearing officer; and

WHEREAS, unless and until the Florida Legislature adopts regulations allowing the use of
a uniform traffic citation by the Town’s police officers for red light violations using unmanned
cameras without direct observation by the police officer, the Town is authorized to regulate red light
infractions as a civil violation through its code compliance procedures; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town finds that implementation of the enforcement
program as set forth herein will promote, protect and improve the health, safety and welfare of its
citizens, consistent with the authority of and limitations on the Town pursuant to the Florida
Constitution and Florida Statutes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE

TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:



Section 1. Recitals. The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein

by this reference.

Section 2. Town Code Amended. That Chapter 54 of the Town Code is hereby

amended by creating Article V “Dangerous Intersection Safety,” to read as follows:

Chapter 54 Streets, Sidewalks and other Public Places
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Article V. Dangerous Intersection Safety

Section 54-5.1 Authority.

(1) Article VIII, Section 2(b) of the Florida Constitution and Chapters 166, and 316,

Florida Statutes.

Section 54-5.2 Purpose.

(1) To authorize the use of an unmanned camera monitoring system to promote

compliance with red light signal directives as an ancillary deterrent to traffic control signal

violations and to reduce accidents and injuries associated with such violations through adoption

of a civil enforcement system for red light signal violations.

Section 54-5.3 Image Capture Technologies.

(1) The Town may utilize image capture technologies through use of a traffic control

signal monitoring system/device or unmanned camera as a supplemental means of monitoring

compliance with this Article and laws related to traffic control signals.




